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On June, 9
th

 2014 the MSC (Maritime Safety Committee) published in their circular 1475, that a 

“Verified Gross Mass” - hereinafter referred to as VGM - must be determined. This will apply to all 

freight containers, packed containers loaded on chassis or trailers going on a Ro-Ro-vessel, tank 

containers, bulk containers and flat with an exception made for short international voyages (find more 

information in IMDG code under “Definition 1.2.1”). It neither applies to vehicles, offshore containers, 

packed containers loaded on chassis or trailers going on a short international voyage nor to cargo 

which is handed over to the captain to be stowed in a container which is already on board. 

 

The document was published in November 2014 and will come into effect on July, 1
st

 2016.  

The purpose of the new regulation is to increase the security of vessel and cargo, and to improve OSH 

on land and on board. In the past wrong cargo weights lead to various accidents which were the 

trigger of the new SOLAS regulation. Due to the fact that this new regulation does not only apply to 

dangerous good containers but also to all other containers including unclassified cargo, the SOLAS 

agreement, section VI/2 had to be changed. The shipper is responsible for the determination of the 

VGM. Containers which have no VGM on the date of loading are not allowed to be loaded. VGM is 

defined as the total weight of the loaded container (gross weight of the container = cargo, load 

securing material and container tare weight). 

 

Two methods for the determination of the VGM are permissible: 

 

If the shipper has the possibility to weigh the container at his own loading facilities, the weight 

determination will be simplified.  In most cases this will not be possible, because of missing technical 

options. If the shipper has no possibility to weigh the container with own weighing equipment at the 

company’s ground, a public scale should be used. To avoid weight deviation due to the consumption 

of a larger volume of fuel, a close weigh-station should be used. This could already lead to 

inaccuracies. 

 

To determine the correct weight by weighing the entire vehicle it has to be done as follows: 

 

VGM = weight of the entire vehicle unit (towing vehicle | chassis | loaded container) 

weight of the empty vehicle unit (towing vehicle | chassis| empty container) 

container tare weight (labeled on container) 

 

According to our present knowledge we assume that the weigh-sheets must be signed by the person in 

charge. In practice, it must be organized how the data of weighing get to loading facilities.   

It also applies to the data of empty weighing which need to be archived as evidence material. 
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It is advisable to create SOPs (standing operation procedures) which give clear instructions about how 

the process must run. Moreover, responsibilities must be clearly defined. If public weigh-stations will 

be used, it must be taken into account that these facilities usually have limited business hours. For 

instance, a planned loading at 6:00 am can cause problems.  

We suppose that this will be a challenge at the beginning which might also lead to additional cost. 

Every shipper has to clarify how the process can be managed and which method shall be used. The 

questions which weigh-station should be used, which business times are offered and which extra can 

be expected, should be clarified as soon as possible. If you decide for method 1, we should work 

together to find the best solution for the weight determination and data transmission, so that we can 

avoid problems. 

 

The shipper (or a third party instructed by the shipper) can determine the weight by a certified 

method: 

 

All pieces must be weighed, including pallets, dunnage and all other packaging and securing material. 

The tare weight of the container must be added. If you choose method 2, your company must be 

certified and approved by the competent authority.  

 

Despite massive pressure by affected associations and the economy sector, it is not yet clarified by the 

Federal Ministry of Transport and the Federal Ministry of Justice how this certified system has to look 

like in Germany. We are now informed that the Federal Ministry of Transport initiated the legislative 

procedure for the implementation of the new SOLAS regulation. The Federal Ministry of Transport will 

carry out an easy, unbureaucratic realization of the main national regulations to take the regulations 

of our European neighbors into consideration and to keep the competiveness within the European 

Union. 

 

The Federal Ministry of Transport has to instruct the Ship Safety Division. They now have to decide 

whether it is a nationwide or state affair. We expect it to be a nationwide affair and that the Ship Safety 

Division will be the responsible authority.  

If you decide not to weigh the container rather to determine weight arithmetically, you should analyze 

the order of events carefully. Following questions should be answered: 

 

 How are the weights of each package determined? 

 Are the weights of all packaging materials for each size saved in a IT data system?  

 Are packaging materials by different producers used which could have different weights? 

 How will the weights of the securing materials be determined (boards, beams, belts, wedges 

etc. )? 

 Who is responsible for the recording of the container’s tare weight and who is transmitting it to 

the responsible despondent? 

 Are all responsibilities defined clearly and are work descriptions adjusted? 

 Are substitutes settled? 

 

These are some issues, which need to be clarified and which need to be put down in writing. 

Regardless to the requirements of the certification, this analyses should be done.  

The complete process should be described in a precise Standard Operation Procedure (SOP) and the 

process must be defined clearly. To make it understandable for the authority the process must be 

described on the basis of one container. 
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The new SOLAS regulations require that the shipper has to prove the container’s VGM based on 

Method 1 or Method 2 and to indicate the VGM on an official document. It could be a part of the 

shipping instructions or a separate document. The gross weight must be marked as a 

 and the document must be signed. The signature can be done electronically or replaced by the 

name of the responsible person written in capital letters. 

 

Due to the fact that the agreement of transport is done between the shipper and the carrier, the 

shipper fulfills his obligation by delivering the VGM data. When the container is delivered to the port-

terminal, the carrier is responsible for the transmission of data to the terminal-operator. The 

containers are only allowed to be loaded when the captain or a nominated substitute and the terminal-

operator have received the VGM by the shipper. If container is not loaded, the costs for the storage or 

the reverse shipment, must be paid by the shipper. All other procedures have to be clarified between 

the parties. 

 

Unfortunately, authorities failed to define equal regulations for all European Countries. We must 

assume that other European countries will establish their own standards which will not necessarily 

harmonize with the German standards. Even if the regulations should not be contradictory, the 

different laws can lead to problems. Also, until now it is not clarified how high the deviations are 

allowed to be. Values between 3 and 5 percent are discussed. We recommend a deviation of maximum 

3 percent to avoid unexpected problems. Moreover, carriers have not determined, how and when the 

data must be transmitted. It can not be excluded that early data closings will make it more difficult to 

enable spontaneous shipments.  

 

To enable a smooth implementation of the new SOLAS regulation, we kindly ask you to discuss the 

following questions with your Leschaco Customer Service. Together we will work out, how we can 

transmit the data to all necessary systems. 

 

1. Which method will be used in your company? 

2. How shall the data be transmitted? Via EDI (VERMAS), CMR, weighing note or other shipping 

documents? 

3. How will the container tare weight be determined? 

4. Which data will be transmitted next to the mandatory information (shipper, container number, 

date, CGM)? 

5. Are there already responsible persons for the determination of VGM within your 

company/certified persons? 
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Please note that all information reported in the newsletter is to the best of our knowledge at the time of writing, but we cannot 

guarantee its correctness or accuracy. Should you require any further information or have any questions or comments, please 

feel free to contact us at: news@leschaco.com 

 

We operate exclusively by the most recent edition of the German Freight Forwarding Standard Terms and Conditions (ADSp). 
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