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Dear Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Due to the new regulation of SOLAS we would like to inform you about the related alterations and 

specialties. The regulation prescribes that the verified gross mass (VGM) of every container that is 

going to be shipped via sea transport, has to be transmitted to the vessel operator. In this 

newsflash we would like to give you a short update about the latest news. 

 

The BG Verkehr announces that at least scales of the accuracy class 3 according to EU regulation 

2009/23/EG (since 20.04.2016/2014/31/EU) must be used for Method 1. Method 2 is an 

alternative which is allowed to be used to determine the VGM. For the determination of the  

individual weights a scale of the accuracy class 3 must be used. 

 

For the implementation it is not necessary to get a special certificate. Companies which are 

certified according to DIN/ISO 9001 or 28001 or which have an AEO authorization can draw a SOP 

which contains the complete process description. These instructions have to be implemented into 

the management system. During the next audit it will be taken into account. 

 

Alternatively, there will be a general method for determining VGM at the German sea ports which 

also can be used. There will not be any additional procedures for approval. Additional evidence of 

certification will not be necessary.  

 

Please be informed that the VGM will only be used for the stowage planning by the shipping 

company. For the creation of other documents the VGM is not mandatory. 

 

Following information relate to individual terminals and carriers: 

Most terminals are operated by PSA (directly or indirectly), and require to have VGM 

received before arrival of the container at Terminal.  

PSA clearly stated “No VGM – No Gate in”, so all container without VGM sent in time will be 

rejected. Please be prepared accordingly.  

 

Please be informed that NYK has announced that their VGM-Rules will apply as of mid of 

May. It could be very possible that other carrier will adopt their timeline, so that their VGM-

rules will become effective earlier than official starting date of July 1st 2016.With regard to 

the SOLAS regulations the statements of NYK are not justified at all. MSC, VCI and Verkehr 

all confirmed that the transmission of a VGM is not mandatory for the transshipment 

unless the container is loaded from on.  
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MSC confirmed that the cut-off times for the transmission of the VGM are defined by every 

vessel operator individually. MSC regards this fact as additional means of competition 

among the vessel operators and tries to enable a cut off time in the range of 48 - 24 hours 

before vessel arriving time.  

We have to inform you that additional costs related to the VGM are for the account of cargo. 

Equally, the shipper is responsible for the calculation, transmission and accuracy of the VGM.  
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Please note that all information reported in the newsletter is to the best of our knowledge at the time of writing, but we cannot 

guarantee its correctness or accuracy. Should you require any further information or have any questions or comments, please 

feel free to contact us at: news@leschaco.com 

 

We operate exclusively by the most recent edition of the German Freight Forwarding Standard Terms and Conditions (ADSp) 
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